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The Four-Part Song
?)

There is one who sings the song of the individual soul. This person
finds everything inside the soul and experiences in it total spiritual
fulfillment.

Then there is one who sings the song of the nation, leaving the
boundaries of the individual soul, which are found to be too narrow
and not idealistic enough. This person yearns for great heights and
unites with the entire Jewish people with a deep love. Pained by the
nation’s sufferings, finding happiness in its dreams, the one who sings
the song of the nation isimmersed in deep thoughts concerning its
past and future, and tries to understand its inner spiritual nature
with love and a wise heart.

Then there is one whose soul is so all-encompassing that it
expands beyond the limits of the Jewish people: the one who sings
the song of humanity. This person’s spirit ascends and becomes con-
cerned with the greatness of mankind and its divine image, seeking
humanity’s ultimate purpose and looking forward to its ultimate per-
fection. From this source of life, the singer of the song of humanity
draws all thoughts and insights, ideals and visions.

Then there is one who rises even higher to unite with the entire
world, with all creatures, and with all of existence. And with all of
them, the singer of the song of all existence sings. This is a person
who is immersed in Perek Shira each day, who is guaranteed the

world to come.

And then there is one who rises up with all these songs together.
Each gives its voice. Each plays its melody: the song of the soul, the
song of the nation, the song of humanity, and the song of existence.
All harmonize within the ideal human being at every moment and

at all times. (OK 2, pp. 444-45)
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AT TOUPR A VMR become Sages. Tt in an the popnlar caying goes: A cenmber”
can be recognized from its blowoming stage Similarly, a great
person can be recognized even from a young age.
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